Mr. Huddleston indicated Chat the length of the entire highwall
was approximately 500 feet but only the part immediately above the fall
which had been drilled was blasted down to abate the citation.  The
entire wall was eventually taken down months later (Tr. 185-186),

Dallas Shackelford testified that he is the former owner of the
S.A.M. Coal Company, and since August 1980, has served as general
manager in charge of all coal production. He was at the mine when the
accident occurred, and he viewed the pit and highwall the previous Thursday
and Friday and it looked safe to him. He also observed the high wall while
in the pit loading coal on the morning of the accident and observed no
cracks or other dangerous conditions (Tr. 187-189).  Three or four men
and equipment were working under the highwall at any given time and he
observed nothing that would lead him to believe they were in danger.
The shovel was taken out of the pit for repairs, and a week before the
accident he had discussed the need to repair the motor with the mine
superintendent (Tr. 190).

Mr. Shackelford testified that he arrived at the scene of the
accident five or ten minutes after the wall fell, and after taking some
measurements concluded that the drill rig and accident victim were
approximately 40 feet from the base of the wall when it fell on them.  He
indicated that the portion of the wall which fell "tumbled" and "pitched"
out approximately 50 feet. He was personally acquainted with the accident
victim and considered him to be one of the safest employees.  The company
has had a good safety record, and no prior accidents have ever occurred
in connection with the highwalls. All employees are directed not to work
in unsafe areas and to consult with their boss if they encounter dangerous
conditions (Tr. 193).

Eddie Haley testified that he has been employed by the respondent
as a drill foreman for about three years. He confirmed that he had drilled
the holes depicted in the top of the highwall in question and stated that
they were drilled before the highwall was created.  He has never drilled
such holes from a distance of 30 inches from the edge of any highwall, and
while he observed the highwall from the top, he had never gone down Into
the pit. While at the top of the wall he never observed any loose or
unconsolidated material, nor has he ever observed any unsafe conditions
there. He was acquainted with the accident victim and knew him to be a
safe worker who would never have been in the pit if he thought it was
dangerous (Tr. 198-201).

Joe Wyatt testified that he. is employed by the respondent as a drilling
and blasting foreman, was so employed at the time of the accident, and he
discovered the victim after the section of the highwall fell. Mr, Wyatt
Indicated that he had been in and around the pit area before the accident
and the walls "looked good to me from the top side and the bottom down
in the pit when we scuttled it with the shovel" (Tr. 202).  The only
difference he observed in the wall after the accident was in the area
where the rock fell out. The shovels were operating in the pit and the
walls were stripped and scaled. He explained that some of the drill holes
were loaded, but the shot was delayed a day because of the accident (Tr. 203)
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